S Type 5R55N transmission fluid drain and refill

10/9/2013.

This is the procedure I used on our 2001 car. It may not be the “book way”, but it works for me.

As I do not have a hoist (car lift) it requires the lifting of the car for under car access, so please take the required precautions for safety.
You will require:

A suitable drain pan for the old fluid, about 5 ltrs will do.

A 2 mtr length of plastic tube (10mm diam is what I use) and a funnel that fits in the end of that tube.

Various tools for the drain plug and filler plug and the bleeder plug.

1) Raise the LH side of the car enough to reach under and undo the large drain plug in the pan LHF corner. Lower the car once removed and let it drain into the pan.
2) Raise the RH side of the car. I do so from the rear jacking point, which puts the car on an angle so the old fluid drains towards the hole, (LHF).

3) Reach up on the rear of the main trans case, and you will “feel” an allen socket plug, about 10mm. This is the filler plug, so remove it. Feed one end of the plastic tube into that hole. I push it in about 6”, as I don’t want it falling out whilst filling.
4) Place some stand arrangement alongside ethe RH side of the car. I use a step ladder. Tape the funnel to this stand, as high as possible, and attach the other end of the plastic hose to the funnel. Lower the car again.

5) Raise the LH front side again.

6) Take the drain plug,  and using a suitable allen key, remove the small “bleed plug” from the centre.

7) Replace the large portion of the drain plug and tighten.

8) Leave the drain pan in place, and the car raised.

9) Commence filling via the funnel. Watch the hole in the drain plug for oil escaping. When this occurs, refit that small “bleed plug” and ad 1ltr more fluid, NO MORE than 1ltr.

10) Lower the LH side, raise the RHR again, and remove that plastic tube, and refit the fill plug. Lower the car, you are done.

11) Clean up your mess, pack away your tools ready for next time.

I AM WELL AWARE OF THE LEVEL GROUND, AND TRANSMISSION TEMPS, ENGINE RUNNING, ETC ETC FOR THIS PROCEDURE.

I do not have a hoist or the temp sensors etc, so I do it this way and as I said, it works just fine.
If you have access to a hoist, then by all means use it.

I have done ours numerous times to reconcentrate the fluid, and it is now working just fine.

I use Penrite Multi Vehicle Fully Synthetic Transmission Fluid. This may not be available in all markets, so whatever is available in a “fully synthetic” fluid will be just fine.

I have not removed the transmission pan at this stage, but will add to this write up when that time comes.

