X308 shortcuts

[image: Default] Did You Know That Your X308.........

Today's cars have so many gadgets and features that it is hard to remember all of them, and sometimes even easy to be completely unaware of some of them, even after prolonged study of the owners handbook. Even the radio/CD/cassette player has so many programmable features that I have to read and re-read the manual every time I need to change or adjust a feature. So I thought a thread like this may be useful, maybe there will be things posted that some of use are unaware of.

I'll start with:

1) Opening and closing windows (and sunroof)

Did you know that if you turn the door lock counterclockwise with your key, and hold it, all four windows will go down. Useful for airing the interior on a hot day. (The key would be turned clockwise in a RHD car) 

And did you know that if the key is in the ignition in the I or II position, if you press the central locking button, and hold it, the doors will lock and any and all windows, including the sunroof, will all simultaneously close if they are open. Useful for closing all those windows after you have aired the interior on a hot day!


Brake Lights:

Did you know that unlike most US vehicles, the X308's brake lights will not illuminate when the key is not in the ignition. They only become activated when the brake pedal is depressed and the key is in the ignition in the II position, or with the engine running.


Reversing:

Did you know that if you place the door mirror adjustment toggle lever in either the right or left position and put the car in reverse, if you press the rear of the round mirror adjustment button, the passenger door mirror will tilt down to give the driver a view of the passenger rear wheel. Once the gear selector is taken out of reverse the door mirror will automatically return to its original position.

Rear Reading Lights

Did you know that the rear reading lights in the X308 will only function if the key is in the ignition in the I or II position. If a reading light is left on, it will automatically turn off when the key is removed from the ignition, but it will re-light when the key is re-inserted in the ignition and has to be manually turned off to return it to its completely extinguished mode. Unlike the driver and passenger overhead "map lights" which operate regardless of ignition key insertion, and will stay on until manually turned off and will flatten your battery if inadvertently left on while the car is unattended.

Lumbar Support.

Did you know that the front seat lumber support button is not activated unless the key is in the ignition in the I or II position.

Tape Cassette non-eject mode

Did you know that if you don't want the cassette tape to eject each time you switch to radio or CD mode you can set an option to leave the cassette in the player when not in use.

Simply press the "AM/FM" button and the "Tape Eject" button simultaneously and this will take you to the Set-Up Mode. Now press the "5" button on the keyboard and it will bring up the "Yes"-"No" option for turning the auto-eject mode on or off. With the auto eject mode in the off position the cassette tape will not automatically eject each time it is turned off, but you can still manually eject it with the Tape-Eject button when needed

Automatic Volume Control (AVC)

Did you know that you can turn on or off the Automatic Audio Volume Control. The audio system has a feature that allows the audio volume to automatically increase with the speed of the car to compensate for the increased ambient noise of the car.

To turn this feature on, with the radio on, press the volume knob and hold for 2+ seconds. This activates the screen option of turning the Automatic Volume Control feature on or off. To select "ON" momentarily press the volume knob. To select "OFF" momentarily press the volume knob again. With the AVC mode in the "ON" position you can adjust the sensitivity from 1-5 by turning the volume knob.

Radio balance, etc:

Just a minor "after-piece" of info..........................

To set the various settings for the audio, Bass/Treble/Balance/Subwoofer etc., you just press the "MODE" button and scroll through the various options. To adjust the desired settings just turn the volume control knob left or right for up or down...........e.g. if you want to increase the Bass setting, press the Mode Button until the Bass setting is highlighted, then turn the volume knob clockwise to the desired setting.

But, and here's the kicker, it doesn't automatically save these settings for all three of the devices, you have to do this individually for the Radio, CD Player & Tape player. It had me a little confused for a while, I would have the radio on, set the desired settings, and then the next time I was in the car I would find they were back to zero, this of course was because this time I had the CD player on, not the radio. I thought there was some mysterious bug that was resetting the settings to zero!

(If you disconnect the battery for whatever reason, all of these settings will return to zero and you will have to re-set all of them again)


Yes...................sort of,

1= RBDS mode. radio broadcast data system. I'm hazy on its function, but it is something to do with auto-tuning to the closest RBDS station.
2=On/Off select for cassette cleaning reminder, A timed thing that displays a "Clean Cassette Now" warning
3= Antenna cleaning, another reminder feature you can turn on/off. it displays a "Clean Antenna Now" warning.
4= An on/off function if the car was fitted with a Jaguar telephone.
5= Cassette eject on/off feature
6= Not used
7=Diversity Antenna system (Jaguar doesn't use a diversity antenna so a "non-functioning" setting
8=AF on/off (alternate frequency) hazy on this one, something to do with helping fading signals
9= Not Used


Auto Headlight Feature

Did you know, that if you select the auto headlight position on the light control stalk on the left of the control column, the sidelights and headlights will automatically come on when light levels drop below a certain level. You can leave the headlight switch in this position and the headlights will come on during low light levels, and remain off during the daytime. The light level setting can be adjusted using the knob on the back of the rear view mirror.

The light level setting are controlled by a sensor on the back of the rear view mirror, and if you would like the side lights and dimmed headlights to be automatically on all of the time while driving, (daytime as well as night time), you can just place a small piece of black electrical tape over the sensor eye on the rear view mirror. This way, with the headlight switch always left in the "Auto" position the side lights and headlight will automatically come on when the car is started, and go off when the car is turned off no matter what the light level conditions giving you automatic daylight and night time running lights/dimmed headlights. 

Language Display:

Did you know, that the information display can be displayed in up to 11 languages. To select a different language, press and hold the miles/kilometers button and then turn the ignition key to the II position. Continue pressing the miles/kilometers button to select the desired language display. 

Outside Air Temperature Display

The temperature display defaults to the interior cabin temperature. To momentarily display the outside temperature, press and release the "EXT" button, the outside temperature will display for 4 seconds, and then return to the interior temperature display.  

If you wish the outside temperature to be constantly displayed, press and hold the "EXT" button until two beeps are heard. You can return to the interior temperature display at any time by simply pressing the "EXT" button.

Variable Valve Timing (VVT)

Did you know, that the original X308 4.0 V8 engine (AJ26) and had a two-stage variable valve timing (VVT) system that operated the intake timing thru 30 degrees. The engine was updated in 1998 to the AJ27 which had an improved continuously variable valve timing (VVT) system that operated the intake timing thru a complete 48 degrees. 

The supercharged version of the AJ26/AJ27 does not use a variable valve timing system as this is of little advantage in a boosted engine. 

Carnival Kid--Thanks much!!! Good Pieces.
Makes me long to have my 2001 VDP back for a few weeks to explore these. I also found that when a passenger gets jumpy and pulls the door handle to exit BEFORE the driver has done same or has pressed the unlock button on the console, that door will remain locked until ALL doors are again closed, the handle is released, and the unlock command is recycled. Sorry if this was already covered above or is just a system fault.

Engine Number Location(s)

Did you know, that the engine number on X308 cars is stamped on two different locations depending on year of manufacture.
The early cars (up until Aug 2000 I think) have the engine number stamped on the engine just to the left hand side of the thermostat housing and can be viewed from the top of the engine.
Later cars have the engine number stamped on the left side of the engine block near the steering column knuckle joint, and can be viewed by removing the left front wheel and using a flashlight to view the number stamped on a vertical rib on the engine block.

The engine number indicates its date of manufacture and is deciphered as follows: First two digits indicate year. Second two digits indicate month. Third two digits indicate day. Last four digits indicate time of day

e.g. 010312-1032 indicates 2001-March-12th 10:32am 

(There are other series of numbers stamped in these locations but these are engine bearing reference numbers).

Did you know, that you can date the time of manufacture of the glass in your X308.
The Triplex brand of glass in your X308 has a dot-dating code.

A dot over the T R E or X on the word "Triplex" indicates the quarter of manufacture.

T=Jan Feb Mar
R=Apr May Jun
E=Jul Aug Sep
X=Oct Nov Dec

A dot under a letter in the word "toughened" (or "laminated") indicates the year of manufacture.
t=1
o=2
u=3
g=4
h=5
e=6
n=7
e=8
d=9
If there is no dot, it indicates 0


In the example below there is a dot above the T in Triplex, indicating Jan/Fed/Mar.
And a dot below the t in toughened indicating 2001

It is not unusual for all of your different window glass markings to differ by several months.

If one or more of your windows are not of Triplex brand it is likely that window has been replaced. My front windshield was replaced just before I bought the car just over a year ago and it has a FUYAO brand front windshield. Advanced American Auto Glass | Fuyao Glass America


Tape Cassette non-eject mode

Did you know that if you don't want the cassette tape to eject each time you switch to radio or CD mode you can set an option to leave the cassette in the player when not in use.

Simply press the "AM/FM" button and the "Tape Eject" button simultaneously and this will take you to the Set-Up Mode. Now press the "5" button on the keyboard and it will bring up the "Yes"-"No" option for turning the auto-eject mode on or off. With the auto eject mode in the off position the cassette tape will not automatically eject each time it is turned off, but you can still manually eject it with the Tape-Eject button when needed

I tried this one and it worked just as described, thanks CK.
Do you know what all the other numbers do? i.e. 12345678...when you press the am/fm and tape eject simultaneously?
Clive

Yes...................sort of,

1= RBDS mode. radio broadcast data system. I'm hazy on its function, but it is something to do with auto-tuning to the closest RBDS station.
2=On/Off select for cassette cleaning reminder, A timed thing that displays a "Clean Cassette Now" warning
3= Antenna cleaning, another reminder feature you can turn on/off. it displays a "Clean Antenna Now" warning.
4= An on/off function if the car was fitted with a Jaguar telephone.
5= Cassette eject on/off feature
6= Not used
7=Diversity Antenna system (Jaguar doesn't use a diversity antenna so a "non-functioning" setting
8=AF on/off (alternate frequency) hazy on this one, something to do with helping fading signals
9= Not Used

The opposite is also true for closing all windows (hold key in locked direction to close all, so hold clockwise in LHD, and vice versa).

If, on the climate control panel, you deselect the blower direction (face, face/feet, etc) so that none are lit, the climate system will cycle thru the appropriate modes based on requested temp, detected temp, detected humidity, etc. Kind of like in full auto mode, but you still keep control of the fan speed to keep things quiet. Same thing if you go into auto mode, then change fan speed.

If you have headlights/sidelights on, and turn on hazards, when you turn off hazards the hazard button backlight will stay dark for a moment before fading up to a dim backlit brightness. Not really useful but it's kind of neat.

If your climate control is beeping, there's a procedure to pull error codes from it to find out why. Also works when it's not beeping, there's a bunch of codes that won't cause it to beep. On top of this, there's a test mode which runs thru all the motor positions, useful for diagnosing motor/heater/etc faults.

Driver position recall based off remote can be disabled, so that if your pots are dying, or you use multiple remotes, or just don't want to have it, your adjustments won't be thrown off when you unlock the car.

Did you know that you can easily check your ride height. 

Simply measure from the center of the wheel emblems to the mid-point of the fender arch, and reference this chart. 
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Probably the easiest way is to have a full tank of gas and use the "Curb" measurements.

Any low ride height measurements usually indicates worn shocks, worn front shock-plates and/or worn rear donut spacers. Replacement of these parts usually brings the ride height back to factory-new specs.

Loud turn signal

Did you know that the turn signal "beep" or "clicking" sound that you hear is not from the usual barrel-type relay, but emanates from an actual speaker.

The speaker is about 2 1/2 inches in diameter and is located behind the steering column lower cowl, right next to the ignition switch. To allow the sound to broadcast clearly into the car interior there is a multi-hole mesh area in the lower surround cowl, directly in front of the speaker.

I don't know about you, but the turn signal audio is way too loud for my liking. To reduce the volume to an acceptable level all you have to do is undo the two Phillips screws on the underside of the steering column lower cowl and it simply drops away revealing the speaker. Now just tape some electrical tape over the inside of multi-hole mesh area and the noise level is reduced by about 50%. The speaker is mounted on a plastic support bracket, and you can also tape additional electrical tape over this to reduce the noise level even more.


Windows with Key just turned off:

Bringing this thread back to life.............................did you know...... that after you turn off the ignition and remove the ignition key in your X308 Jaguar, as long as you don't open a door, for the next 15 seconds you can still operate the driver and front passenger electric windows.

I'm not sure why, but this feature does not allow you to operate the two rear passenger windows during this period.

The opposite is also true for closing all windows (hold key in locked direction to close all, so hold clockwise in LHD, and vice versa).

If, on the climate control panel, you deselect the blower direction (face, face/feet, etc) so that none are lit, the climate system will cycle thru the appropriate modes based on requested temp, detected temp, detected humidity, etc. Kind of like in full auto mode, but you still keep control of the fan speed to keep things quiet. Same thing if you go into auto mode, then change fan speed.

If you have headlights/sidelights on, and turn on hazards, when you turn off hazards the hazard button backlight will stay dark for a moment before fading up to a dim backlit brightness. Not really useful but it's kind of neat.

If your climate control is beeping, there's a procedure to pull error codes from it to find out why. Also works when it's not beeping, there's a bunch of codes that won't cause it to beep. On top of this, there's a test mode which runs thru all the motor positions, useful for diagnosing motor/heater/etc faults.

Driver position recall based off remote can be disabled, so that if your pots are dying, or you use multiple remotes, or just don't want to have it, your adjustments won't be thrown off when you unlock the car.

Windshield washer neck telescopes for filling:
Ok, I discovered something pretty novel. The windshield wiper washer reservoir filler neck telescopes up to facilitate filling. hen you fill the WW reservoir, don't fill higher than about an inch or 2 below where the 2 telescoping sections join together. Don't ask me how I know

Leapur:
Did you know you can choose to have the leaper on the hood (bonnet) rigid vs moveable?
Tapered machine screws (x2) is all you need to make the leaper firmly mounted to the pedestal.
 
The threads and tapered holes are already in place.

The only downside to this rigid mount is that if someone did try to steal the leaper, they may very well cause a good amount of hood damage before giving up.
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VIN Vehicle/Suspension Market Showroom Curh
mm (inch) mm (inch)
From [ To Front Rear Front Rear

XJ: 1998 up to 2003.5 MY (SWB and LWB)

812317 | F50525 | Comfort Suspension Al ] 390(15.35) | 384(15.11) || 389 (1531) | 373 (14.68)
Sport Suspension Al | 389(15.31) | 381(15.00) | 388(15.27) | 372(14.64)
XR NAS | 389 (15.31) | 382(15.03) || 388(15.27) | 372(14.64)
XR ROW | 367 (14.44) | 365(14.37) || 366 (14.40) | 358 (14.09)
Supercharged Super 8 Al_| 389(15.31) | 382(15.03) || 388(15.27) | 3721469

* Ride height is measured from the center of the wheel to the apex of the wheel arch, through the wheel center line.
*  Showroom = with all fluids at full and 9 liters (9.5 US Quarts) of fuel.

* Curb = with all luids at full and a full tank of fuel

* Allfigures quoted assume = 15 mm (0.59 inch) anticipated build variance and condition.





